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October 13, 2009 Employment Services Organizations Advisory Committee Meeting:
The Employment Services Organizations Advisory Committee held its regular quarterly meeting October 13, 2009 from 9:30 AM to 11:15 AM, at the DRS Central Office, Richmond, Virginia. 

Members Present: ESOAC Chair: Donna Bonessi, Chris Lavach,  Gary Juskowiak, Bruce Phipps, Beth Dugan, Bruce Patterson, Mark Peterson, Sylvia Ross, Phil Black, Emily Helmboldt, and Nora Washington.

Members Absent: Sharon Harrup, Quintin Mitchell, Charles Layman.

Guests Attending:  Robin Metcalf, Sharon Taylor, Sharon Barton,  Howard Green, Chuck McElroy,  Alisha Meador, Nicole Jewell, Carmen Mendez, Bill Smith, Alisha Meador, Paul Babcock, Veronica Rhame, Diana Messer, Shirley Lyons, Ken Rush, Marshall Butler, Linda LaMona, Amy Thomas, April Keeler, Thalia Simpson-Clements, Pat Vinson, Eric Beard, Shalene Hart, Evan Jones, and Maureen McGuire Kuletz.

DRS Staff Attending: Commissioner Jim Rothrock, Kathy Hayfield, Tim Olive, and Carrie Worrell.

Call to Order:
Donna Bonessi, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM and asked that all present introduce themselves starting with the Committee members.
Draft Minutes Review and Approval

A motion to approve the July 14, 2009 minutes as presented was made by Mark Peterson and seconded by Gary Juskowiak.  They were unanimously approved.  The approved minutes are available on the ESSP Website under Minutes at (http://www.vadrs.org/essp/).

Commissioner Rothrock Comments

Commissioner Rothrock welcomed the Committee and discussed the following points:

· Kathy Hayfield, new Director of Technology and Employment Support Services, was introduced to the group.  The Commissioner welcomed Kathy to the newly established position that replaced Jack Hayek’s position.  

· Budget reductions at DRS resulting in unfilled vacancies and lost jobs have not directly affected the ES0’s.  
· Good progress has been made with the Stimulus grants that were awarded to twelve ESOs and began August 1, 2009. 
· The Commissioner moved $468,000 from the DSB program to the LTESS program.  He stated that he saw this as new money for the program and not as replacement funds for previous cuts.
· John Phelps, FRS Director, will be retiring on November 1st after some 38 years of service with DRS.  Commissioner Rothrock will be working with the DRS Regional Directors to develop short term strategies to continue John Phelps’s good work.  
· General Assembly action -- the Commissioner stated that he was considering a proposal to have Budget language removed that requires DRS to spend no more than 1.87% on DRS administrative costs of the LTESS program.  He stated that he sees this as no longer relevant because no general funds are currently being used for the administration of the LTESS program.  One of the recent budget reductions from the Governor’s office was to give up the administrative funds and replace those funds with other agency funds.  [Based on input from this group and the LTESS Steering Committee, the Commissioner decided not to move this recommendation forward].
· State Use language in the Code allows local governments to be permissive in the bidding process when working with ESO’s.  Kathy Hayfield has been working on a Leadership Communiqué that will be presented to Secretary Tavenner promoting this permissive language when working with ESO’s to provide goods and services.  Twice a month a Communiqué is sent by Secretary Tavenner to Chief of Staff Wayne Turnage which has issues to think about.  This communiqué could be used to promote October Disability Month and using ESO’s for State Use Contracts.  Dean Lynch, Va. Association of Counties, is also interested in promoting the permissive language used in the code to circumvent the bidding procedure to procure from ESO’s.  Kathy Hayfield recently sent out a survey to our ESO’s asking them to provide information about the goods and services they presently provide to local governments.  Mr. Lynch would like to use the Va. Association of Counties newsletter to tell the story of how local governments have used ESO’s when procuring goods and services.
Public Comments
None 
Reporting Out

ESO Survey 2009
Tim Olive informed the ESOAC Committee that the ESO Survey 2009 had been sent out electronically to the executive directors last Friday.  The survey is provided in a PDF format that can be printed in order to gather the statistical information before entering it electronically.  Tim thanked the ESOAC subcommittee on their contribution to new questions provided in the 2009 Survey.  The due date for the survey to be completed is December 1st.  The statistical results will be available at the April 13th ESOAC Meeting.
New Business

GWU TACE Program Update

Maureen McGuire-Kuletz discussed the TACE Program’s efforts to provide trainings on topics of interest since being awarded the grant in January 2009.  These trainings are available to community based programs and to VR staff.  Maureen discussed a new training program which will begin in the spring called the ACRE (Association of Community Rehabilitation Educators) Employment Training Certificate.  This is a “VR 101” program for entry level staff that will focus on employment.  The training will be offered as a two day onsite training with training sites to be determined.  Bruce Phipps offered a training site in the Roanoke area and Maureen stated that WWRC has also been considered as a training site.  The rest of the training will be offered on-line.  This training is free with no training stipends available to cover travel or other expenses. Training staff from the GWU will be able to accommodate twenty-five to seventy-five people at established training sites.  The TACE Program has been working with the University of Missouri to offer this program totally on-line.  More information on this nationally recognized certificate can be found on the following website address http://interwork.sdsu.edu/acre/index.htm  Maureen will be sending more information out to the ESO’s and any questions can be e-mailed back to her at mkuletz@gwu.edu.  Additional trainings offered by the TACE Program can be found on their website www.gwcrcre.org 
Purpose of the ESOAC Committee
Discussion took place regarding the purpose of the ESOAC Committee, especially as compared to the LTESS Steering Committee.  Donna Bonessi explained that she wanted to hold this discussion to solicit input as the new Chair of the ESOAC in order to help make the ESOAC as meaningful as possible.  She talked about the idea of developing agenda items to be addressed over the next year.  
Bruce Patterson stated that vaACCSES members felt the ESOAC Committee was an important forum to discuss issues and should not be disbanded.  Phil Black stated that he found the committee to be informative and allows issues to be discussed when they come up.  Maureen McGuire-Kuletz shared that this is the only statewide forum (in Federal Region III) with a variety of players that is able to participate in discussions with VR management staff.  She said that other states look to Virginia as a model when establishing CRP advisory committees with VR agencies.  Robin Metcalf said that the ESOAC Committee had advisory responsibilities and the LTESS Committee is mandated by law (Budget language) and has an impact on policy making.    
Bruce Phipps suggested that the LTESS Committee become a subcommittee of the ESOAC Committee when issues of LTESS funding arise.  The general consensus was that the two committees must remain separate with two distinct purposes.  Mark Peterson suggested that a more formal orientation be developed for new members of the ESOAC committee.  Kathy Hayfield and Donna Bonessi agreed to work on this project.  
Bruce Patterson made a recommendation that the ESOAC Committee be expanded to include more members from vaACCSES, APSE, VR, and the Goodwill Coalition.  Mr. Patterson offered to chair a subcommittee that would make recommendations to the Commissioner for enhancing the ESOAC membership.  The subcommittee will be made up of Bruce Paterson, Bruce Phipps, Phil Black, and Emily Helmboldt.
Public Comments
None

Adjourn Chair 1050 AM

2010 Meeting Schedule:         
January 12, 2010

April 12,, 2010
July 13, 2010

Note: VTC sites at Abingdon, Roanoke, Portsmouth and Fairfax have been confirmed for these dates.

