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Employment Services Organizations Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

Short Pump Town Center

Short Pump, Virginia
January 11, 2005  Employment Services Organizations Advisory Committee
The Employment Services Organizations Advisory Committee held its regular quarterly meeting January 11, 2005 from 9:30 AM to 12:00 AM, at the Short Pump Town Center.

Members Present:  Sharon Harrup, Chair; Lance Elwood, Charlie Anderson, Sherman Gifford, Wendy Gradison, Byron Skeens, Woody Van Valkenburgh, Sharon Barton, John Craig, Carmen Mendez, Phil Black, Florence Watts and Gary Juskowiak.

Members Absent: Cheri Stierer, George Drummond
Guests Attending:  Beth Tetrault, Rex Parr, Diana Messer, Debra Smith, Debbie Williams, Keith A. Clark, Joanne Packard, Chuck McElroy, Ron Burnop, Paul Atkinson, Dennis Ford,  Ruth Ann Parsons, Luana Murray, Joanne Packert, David Gray, Bruce Patterson, Linda St. Clair, Cathy Westmoreland, Pat Vinson, David Gonzales, Karen Tefelski, Joe O’Brien, Patty Wilding, Barbara Garner, Quintin Mitchell, Bill Smith, Beth Dugan, Robin Zimmerman, and Mark Stegall.

DRS Staff Attending:  Jim Rothrock, Jack Hayek, Tim Olive, Judy Hill, Naomi Aitken, Doug James and John Phelps.

Call to Order
Sharon Harrup called the meeting to order at approximately 9:30 AM and asked that all present introduce themselves.  She then asked for a motion to approve the draft minutes from the last meeting.  Lance Elwood made a motion to approve the draft minutes from the ESOAC/LTESS meeting on 10/12/04.  Byron Skeens seconded the motion and it was approved by the full committee.

Commissioner’s Welcome & Comments

Commissioner Rothrock gave an overview regarding General Assembly legislation that will have an impact on DRS and Employment Service Organization partners.  There are no major programmatic bills before the General Assembly that will impact on DRS.  The governor has been proactive in regards to the Olmstead Decision to deinstitutionalize consumers who want to live in their communities.  Commissioner Rothrock informed the committee that Liz Smith had DSA summary information on the governor’s revised budget and it could be obtained either through him or Jack Hayek at their request.  (The Summary has since been E-mailed to all ESO Executive Directors by Jack Hayek 1/12/05)
Commissioner Rothrock talked about HB 1803 submitted by Delegate R. Steven Landes (Augusta County) which would consolidate three agencies (Department of Rehabilitative Services, Department for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing, and Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired) into the Department of Rehabilitative and Disability Services.  Commissioner Rothrock plans on meeting with Delegate Landes to discuss HB1803.  

Commissioner Rothrock voiced his concern to the ESOAC Committee that employment services, specifically hours available for work from our ESO partners was falling.  He reminded ESOs that DRS had the obligation to ensure that tax dollars were being spent for their intended use.

A committee member voiced concern about the Independent Living Services Rates for ESO vendors when moving to a regional vendor rate for services.  Commissioner Rothrock said he was aware of the new regional rates for Independent Living Services and will be looking into the implementation process.
A member asked the Commissioner about the status of Order of Selection.  He informed the committee that the present consumer waiting list is around 566.  DRS will be looking more closely at the priority categories of consumers and the possibility of opening up additional categories if additional funding follows.
Public Comments

Karen Tefelski presented the vaACCSES Legislative Agenda for the upcoming General Assembly Session.  It included:
· $1.2M for LTESS Program 

· $750k for increase in MR Waiver SE-Individual Competitive Employment rates to mirror current geographic DRS SE rates 

· $5M for MR Waiver rate differential for high cost areas of the state

vaACCSES is actively supporting the following budget amendments:

· $4.3M to fund a Brain Injury Services Waiver for 200 persons 

· $18.9M to increase MR Waiver rates by 12% 

· $3M to fund people with MR & DD that are not eligible for waiver services 

· Start-Up funding for MR Waiver residential providers included in Governor's Budget (recommended by MR Waiver Adv Committee & Olmstead Committee.)

Ms. Tefelski announced the Annual Legislative Reception to be held Monday, January 24, 2005 at Old City Hall, Richmond from 5:00-8:00 PM with Contributing Sponsors The Goodwill Coalition, VRA and VA-APSE in addition to Leadership Sponsors Didlake, Inc., ServiceSource, STEPS, Inc. and St. John's Community Services.  Additionally, a Public Policy Summit is being planned during the General Assembly Session to discuss disability issues with the legislative staffs and allow time for questions/answers.
Reporting out

A.
ESO Survey Data Discussion






Tim Olive


Tim Olive stated that the reason the ESO Survey Data discussion was placed on the agenda was to allow committee members time to review the full report.  The presentation and full report are on the ESSP Website under the “What’s New” link at http://www.vadrs.org/essp/whatsnew.htm.  Jack Hayek informed committee members all ESOs will have an opportunity to offer comments and suggestions prior to the next survey in 2006.
B.
Appendix C Discussion






Sharon Harrup

Sharon Harrup presented to the Committee the recommended changes to Appendix C prior to the subcommittee moving it onto Commissioner Rothrock.  The presentation is posted on the ESSP website under “What’s New”, http://www.vadrs.org/essp/whatsnew.htm.  The Committee approved the changes with the request for the subcommittee to refer to paid work and to clarify the last sentence concerning DRS right to withhold payment.  The subcommittee also was charged to review the language recommended by DRS concerning the CARF requirement.
New Business
B. Case review form for Long-Term Follow Along



Jack Hayek

Jack Hayek shared with the Committee the Case Review Instrument DRS will use when conducting case reviews of ESO case records of LTESS consumers. He noted that the instrument could be modified to review EES records.  The intent is to ensure the service programs are offering the quality services required by DRS and ESOs across the state.  The instrument focuses on the documentation as it pertains to consumer eligibility, service provision, case closure and corresponding billing.  The PowerPoint presentation is available under “What’s New” http://www.vadrs.org/essp/whatsnew.htm.  
Jack Hayek requested that if any ESO were interested in participating in the pilot over the next two months to inform him.  Implementation of monthly case reviews would begin in May 2005.
Public Comments

Rex Parr suggested that one of the committees observe the actions DRS is taking with the case review of follow along.  The Steering Committee was given the charge.

Adjournment

Being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting and seconded.  Sharon Harrup adjourned the meeting at 12: 30 PM.  Future ESOAC meetings for Calendar 2005 are Tuesdays:

April 12th 

July 12th, and

October 11th 
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