Long Term Employment Support Services Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes

DRS Central Office, Richmond, Virginia
April 8, 2008

April 8, 2008 LTESS Steering Committee Meeting:

The LTESS Steering Committee met on April 8, 2008 from 10:52 to 11:15 AM at the DRS Central Office in Richmond, Virginia.
Members Present:  Sharon Taylor, Amy Thomas, Thalia Simpson-Clements, Sharon Taylor, Sharon Barton, and John Craig

Members Absent:  Joann Packert, Shelley Reichard, Ruth Parsons, and Debbie Williams.

DRS Staff Attending: Jack Hayek, Scott Fraley, and Tim Olive

Call to Order
Sharon Taylor (Sbtaylor@goodwillcva.org) called the meeting to order and asked that the committee introduce themselves to the audience.  After introductions, the January Draft minutes were reviewed and approved. 
Public Comment
None

Old Business

LTESS: standing agenda items

1) Identification of Issues:

Reallocation of EES and LTESS and Fund Use within a Geographic Area 

John Craig asked that DRS provide information to the committee on the reallocation process as well as the utilization of funds by ESOs and the geographic restrictions. 

New EES/LTESS Invoicing System

Amy Thomas asked if it will be possible to access the requisition early in the new system.  She felt that would be an advantage to ESOs.  Jack Hayek said he would check with the IT staff to see how the system will handle access to the requisition for the next month prior to the 25th.   Current practice has the 25th as the date to issue the requisition for the next month.

ASD Subcommittee Report Out:

John Craig (703) 361-4195 Jscraig@Didlake.com  

It is the belief of this subcommittee that a VR community, including the community of Employment Services Organizations (ESO), that is knowledgeable of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) will be better able to develop the full potential of individuals with ASD who come to them for placement in employment. For this purpose, the subcommittee members reviewed the report from The Institute on Rehabilitation Issues (IRI) on the Rehabilitation of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders published by the U.S. Department of Education, The Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation and The George Washington University Center for Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling Research and Education 
Given the dramatic increase of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) in school age children; and, transition of these children from school to work will begin reaching the adult service system in the not too distant future; and, Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) counselors may be hard pressed to find ESOs to which they can make referrals for employment or with whom they can contract for autism-specific experienced job coaches and training; it is recommended to the Commissioner, to adopt the recommendations from the Institute on Rehabilitation Issues (IRI) report on the Rehabilitation of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders. Specifically, it is recommended that the Commissioner adopt and implement the recommendations related to the systemic challenges confronting the VR community including the community of ESOs.
The report from The Institute on Rehabilitation Issues (IRI) on the Rehabilitation of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders published by the U.S. Department of Education, The Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation and The George Washington University Center for Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling Research and Education is commended to all committee members and members of the community to read. A link was provided by Doug James at the January meeting of the committee. The information can be reviewed at: http://www.gwu.edu/~iri/pdf/32-nd-IRI-2007-Final-03-09-2007.pdf.  Other Institute on Rehabilitation Issue documents can be reviewed at: http://www.gwu.edu/~iri/ .

The LTESS Steering Committee recommends that the full report be forwarded to the Secretary of Health and Human Resources with a goal of seeking funding to support employment services for persons with ASD seeking services through DRS.

New Business

Nominations for LTESS Steering Committee 2009

Jack Hayek informed the committee that the Commissioner will be calling for Nominations for the Steering Committee over the next month.  Thalia Simpson-Clements and Ruth Parsons will rotate off the committee after the July 8th meeting and the new appointees will take their seats in October.  Upon leaving ESO employment Joanne Packert’s chair is vacant and will be filled with this next round of nominations.

Teleconference Discussion

Jack Hayek shared with the committee that it was his intention to pilot a remote video conference site for today’s ESOAC and Steering Committee, but due to technical difficulties this was not completed.  The committee was very positive about the idea of video conferencing and that it should be pursued.  Jack will include video conferencing at one or more sites for the July 8th meetings.

Public Comments 
NONE
Adjournment
  11:15 PM Sharon Taylor
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