Long Term Employment Support Services Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes

DRS Central Office, Richmond, Virginia
April 14, 2009

April 14, 2009 LTESS Steering Committee Meeting:

The LTESS Steering Committee met on April 14, 2009 from 11:00 AM to 11:30 AM at the DRS Central Office in Richmond, Virginia.
Members Present:  Sharon Taylor, Amy Thomas, Sharon Barton, Soneli Bhadra, and John Craig.
Members Absent:  Vacant, Shelley Reichard, Debbie Williams, and Sandy O’Dell.  
DRS Staff Attending: Jack Hayek, Tim Olive, and Judy Hill.
Call to Order
Amy Thomas AAthomas@co.hanover.va.us called the meeting to order and asked that the committee introduce themselves to the audience.  After introductions, the January 13, 2009 minutes were reviewed and approved. 
Public Comment
None

Old Business

LTESS: standing agenda items

1) LTESS Issues, Problems and Recommendations.  John Craig Jscraig@Didlake.com mentioned that he still wanted to see statistical information on the impact of Order of Selection on consumers not being served in Post Employment Service.  He indicated that consumers that were closed by DRS were having a difficult time receiving Post-Employment Services from DRS Counselors in the Northern Virginia area.  Warren Mills said that consumers in the Tidewater area were also having difficulty receiving Post-Employment Services.  Jack Hayek stated that this information would be passed on to John Phelps, Field Services Division Manager.
Subsequently, Jack had an opportunity to discuss the issue with John Phelps and Doug James.  The policy is that consumers requiring post employment services can be served even though all categories are closed.  An individual losing their job or requiring a substantial service cannot be served under post employment services and a new program would have to be opened.  In that case, the individual would go on a wait list if their category was not open.  For ESOs feeling that this policy is not being followed should discuss the specific situation with the DRS local manager.
New Business

Judy Hill provided an update on LTESS Reallocation for year.  She indicated that no reallocation would be done until the end of the fiscal year.
The subcommittee asked Jack Hayek and Judy Hill what their recommendations were for distributing the $519,362 LTESS Funds that would be available July 1st.  Jack Hayek gave two possible courses of actions:

Option 1 - Add the dollars to the base and use the three year rolling average to distribute the money.

Option 2 - Use the dollars to make up a portion of the 13.23% cut in LTESS separately at the same rate of reduction, then add it to the ESO final allocation for 2010 after the three year rolling average was completed.
Amy Thomas recommended that the entire committee meet after Judy Hill had a chance to see the impact of both suggestions.  This information would be sent to the committee members prior to the meeting on April 20th, at 1:00 PM.  John Craig made this as a motion and it was approved by the full committee.  
Public Comments

Ken Rush felt that a clarification of terms needed to be made on whether to call the funds new money or restored money.

Karen Tefelski requested that DRS notify all ESOs of the date, time, and location of the subcommittee meeting to discuss the allocation of the redirected funds.
Adjournment
  11:30AM Amy Thomas
2009 Steering Committee Meetings:
Special Meeting April 20, 2009

July 14, 2009

October 13, 2009
NOTE: VTC sites of Abingdon, Roanoke, Portsmouth and Fairfax have been confirmed for these dates.
