About the NAD 

Founded in 1880, the National Association of the Deaf (NAD) is the oldest and largest organization representing people with disabilities in the United States. 

The NAD safeguards the accessibility and civil rights of 28 million deaf and hard of hearing Americans in a variety of areas including education, employment, health care and social services, and telecommunications. A private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, the NAD is a dynamic federation of 51 state association affiliates, sponsoring and organizational affiliates, and direct members. 
Programs and activities include grassroots advocacy and empowerment, captioned media, certification of American Sign Language professionals; certification of sign language interpreters; deafness-related information and publications, legal assistance, policy development and research, public awareness, and youth leadership development. 

Headquartered in Silver Spring, Maryland, the NAD also has program offices in Spartanburg, South Carolina and Morganton, North Carolina. 
The NAD... 

...Responds to thousands of inquiries each year from the general public requesting information about the NAD, its programs and services, the deaf community and deaf culture, heritage and language; promoting deaf awareness, and other topics related to issues impacting on the lives of deaf and hard of hearing people. 
...Identifies issues critical to people who are deaf and hard of hearing, and sets priorities, analyzes policy options, makes recommendations, and takes positions in conjunction with experts and constituents in the deaf and hard of hearing community. 
...Offers expertise in key program areas such as education, employment, rehabilitation, health care, mental health, leadership development, accessibility, and technology to agencies, schools, organizations both within and outside of the deaf and hard of hearing communities. 
...Protects the civil rights of deaf and hard of hearing constituents through free legal representation in areas related to civil, employment, and education rights, and equal access to the court system, public programs and services, and other areas as mandated by law. 
...Ensures that the needs and concerns of the American deaf community is well represented through cross-disability efforts with consumer-based and professional organizations representing the interests of various disability constituents. 
...Prepares deaf and hard of hearing youth for positions of leadership through a variety of programs, including its nationwide Junior NAD chapter network, conferences, and conventions; annual NAD Youth Leadership Camp sessions and alumni association participation; and opportunities to compete biennially for the Miss Deaf America crown and serve for two years as an ambassador of goodwill across the country. 
...Administers the NAD Captioned Films and Videos project through funding support from the U.S. Department of Education. NAD CFV activities involve the evaluation and selection of materials for open-captioning, and the distribution of open-captioned materials on a free-loan basis to individuals, schools, agencies, and other groups across the country. Outreach and technical assistance to captioning agencies, video producers and distributors, and researchers is also provided. 
...And much more! 
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