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The NCIL Advocacy Monitor features the latest news and updates from ADAPT, YO! Disabled & Proud, Not Dead Yet, AAPD and much more. 
To view the NCIL Advocacy Monitor, click here.
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NIDILRR-funded Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Universal Design and the Built Environment (RERCUD) recently debuted a redesigned and updated version of the Universal Design website. Originated by the team at Universal Designers and Consultants, the site has been entrusted to the RERCUD and the IDeA Center, to become a central portal for universal design resources, including articles, links, and other new content from the RERCUD and other sources.
Visit the RERCUD website, or click here for more information from the IDeA Center.
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Disability and Change III-Meaningful Lives, Multiple Roles 
[image: Disabilty and Change III logo]
#DisChange16

[bookmark: contents]The third annual Disability and Change symposium
Temple University Student Center / Philadelphia, PA
Wednesday, March 23, 2016
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

The goal of the Disability & Change Symposium is to create conversation that transcends any one-dimensional depiction of people with disabilities, and foregrounds the multidimensional lives of our speakers—as writers, educators, performers, and advocates.  Click here to register.
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[bookmark: _Just_Released:_2015]Join us in congratulating Arva Priola, dRC DHOH Coordinator, for being selected as one of two recipients of the 2016 Here2Hear Outstanding Community Leader Award. The award is for individuals who have made strides in advocacy, volunteering or overcoming stereotypes in hearing loss and/or hearing healthcare. To learn more about the award and the Here2Hear Gala, click here. 
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Using the Housing Choice Voucher Program to End Chronic Homelessness 
TAC's first-ever revision of the popular Section 8 Made Simple guidebook will offer updated tips, tools, and definitions to help you navigate this complex but vital housing assistance resource. Plus, in keeping with current federal priorities, Section 8 Made Simple - Special Edition explains how to help people experiencing chronic homelessness achieve stable housing through the Housing Choice Voucher program. The guidebook and new additional resources will be available for download later this spring. Stay tuned!
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Kathy Hayfield, Director, Division of Rehabilitative Services

Good news!  Effective tomorrow, March 1, 2016, we will begin serving all consumers who are Most Significantly Disabled – as we are opening MSD!  This means that those who applied in February, 2016 and from here on out, will not be put on the waiting list when they are determined eligible.  It is time to clear the waiting list of all people in the MSD category (about 600 people)!

In addition, we will open services to people on the waiting list who are in the SD2 Category and applied on or before June 30, 2015.  This is about 500 people.

The AWARE layout will be updated by Sandy Williams on March 1, 2016.  Please notify and meet with consumers as soon as possible to determine their desire for services.

Thank you for managing case services dollars so effectively to allow us to open MSD and get hundreds of SD2 consumers off the waiting list!!!  Your work has allowed more people to be served and eventually become Employed!!

Kathy

Kathy Hayfield
Director, Division of Rehabilitative Services
kathryn.hayfield@dars.virginia.gov
www.vadars.org
804.662.9995 
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Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to Promote Equity in IDEA
The nation's special education law, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) aims to ensure fairness in the identification, placement, and discipline of students with disabilities. Yet disparities persist. Students of color remain more likely to be identified as having a disability and face harsher discipline than their white classmates. The U.S. Department of Education took a critical step towards addressing these widespread disparities in the treatment of students of color with disabilities by proposing a new Equity in IDEA Rule. For more information, click here.
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#InclusionCounts  
VBPD is partnering with the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (www.nacdd.org) to celebrate National Developmental Disability Awareness Month. 
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe has issued a proclamation declaring the month in Virginia, which you can read at 1.usa.gov/1TLWCVC.

All month long, we're going to be focusing on items related to increasing awareness that people with developmental disabilities are valued and capable members of our communities. Check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/VABOARD for more. 
Plus, you can join in on the new #InclusionCounts campaign! Participating is easy: if you are a person with a developmental disability, post a photo of yourself doing something that you love on our Facebook page or email it to megan.campbell@vbpd.virginia.gov. Friends and family are welcome to participate and join in on the fun as well.  Be creative and remember to share your photo by using the hashtag #InclusionCounts!* 
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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