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Commonwealth of Virginia
Office of Governor Terry McAuliffe
~Addition balances preservation and enhanced access for all guests~
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RICHMOND – Governor Terry McAuliffe and First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe today were joined by veterans and Virginians with disabilities for a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the opening of an accessibility ramp at the Executive Mansion that will enhance access and safety for all guests.  Speaking about today’s announcement, Governor McAuliffe said, “The Executive Mansion is the people’s house, and this ramp will ensure the most accessible and dignified welcome for all Virginians, from our wounded warriors to our disabled citizens.”

“We want everyone who visits the Executive Mansion to feel welcome, and to achieve that goal, every visitor must able to enter on the main floor,” said First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe. “Through thoughtful collaboration with architectural and preservation experts, we were able to provide enhanced access that complements the historic character of the home.”  The ramp is connected to an existing breezeway leading to the southern entrance on the first floor of the Mansion. The first floor is the formal reception area used to welcome visitors and guests. Prior to the ramp’s construction, those who could not climb the steep steps to the historic portico had to use an elevator located at the basement level on the back of the home to access the first floor. 

Jim Rothrock, Commissioner of the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, said: “It is exciting to see one of the final barriers removed in our Capitol Square, and this addition extends our Commonwealth’s traditional hospitality now to all Virginians.”

“As other important historic sites have proven, we can preserve and honor our past while making subtle changes that provide a more dignified and welcoming experience for all citizens,” Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs John Harvey said. “The Governor and First Lady should be applauded for their commitment to our veterans and other citizens with mobility impairments.” The project was evaluated and unanimously approved by the Art and Architectural Review Board, and the work complied with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The Department of General Services worked closely with the Department of Historic Resources and the Capitol Square Preservation Council on the project, with careful consideration given to everything from the materials and colors used to the structure’s handrails and landscaping, which will be completed this spring. 
Chris Beschler, Director of the Department of General Services, said, “Our agency worked collaboratively with our preservation partners at each turn, ensuring any enhancement at the mansion pays respect to its significant standing in Virginia’s history.”  “The consultation process resulted in a design solution that DHR was able to fully support,” said Julie Langan, Director of the Department of Historic Resources. “The result is a ramp that in no way impacts the original residence and is sensitively inserted into the landscape.” 

Kathleen Kilpatrick, Executive Director of the Capitol Square Preservation Council, added: “Very close and careful collaboration with the project team has given us a well-designed and discreet feature that fully respects the landmark and serves citizens.” Other Virginia historic sites have taken similar measures. At Monticello, a National Historic Landmark and the only house in the United States that is designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site, access to the main floor is provided via a ramp on the north side of the house. The Executive Mansion, designed by Alexander Parris and completed in 1813, is a National Historic Landmark and is recognized on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places. It is the country’s oldest purpose-built executive residence still in use today. 
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Virginia’s Health and Human Resources Secretary, Dr. Bill Hazel, and DARS staff recently visited the Appalachian Independence Center in Abington. Dr. Hazel (second row, third from left) learned more about how CILs provide services and advocacy to promote the leadership, independence, and productivity of people with disabilities. 
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Join the Webinar Series for Women with Mobility Impairments April 6, April 20, May 4 and May 18, 2016 at 1:00 - 2:00PM Central.
Join the webinar series to hear from specialists in the field and ask your questions involving issues affecting women with mobility impairments. This four-part webinar series will include: 
· Pelvic Health for Women with Mobility Impairments presented by Sophie Fletcher, M.D. and Margaret Nosek, PhD., April 6, 2016
· Pelvic Health Transitions for Girls with Mobility Impairments presented by Ellen Fremion, M.D., April 20, 2016
· Bladder and Bowel Issues that Affect Sexuality presented by Leanne Beers, PhD., May 4, 2016
· Access to Quality Pelvic Health Care for Women with Mobility Impairments presented by Wendy Wilkinson, J.D., May 18, 2016
[bookmark: _here.]For more information and registration, visit the website here.  
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July 25-28, 2016; Grand Hyatt, Washington

Registration Now Open for NCIL’s 2016 Annual Conference!
Later this week, NCIL will publish our Annual Conference Guide with complete details on this year’s Conference, but you can also find the information you need to plan your trip right now at ncil.org.

Visit our 2016 NCIL Conference webpage here for complete registration details, Hotel and reservation links, and basic conference Agenda.

All registrations received and paid before April 29, 2016 are eligible for the Early Bird registration rates. 
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Have you ever faced a roomful of confused or angry opponents to your housing proposal?  

Have you needed to convince skeptical planning commission members about the value of your project? 

Are you looking for tools to help you win the hearts and minds of community members to support your work? 

NIMBY (Not In My Backyard) is still very much alive and well in Virginia and many good housing projects and programs never make it out of the starting gate due to opposition from neighbors and others.  To help you be better prepared to successfully address NIMBY concerns, Housing Virginia is offering a half day training opportunity that aims to assist affordable housing providers, local government, and advocates with their efforts in overcoming opposition to their projects and policies. Nimbyism (Not in My Backyard) is a frequently encountered negative reaction to change by community residents and businesses. 

In the case of affordable housing, it is often caused by misperception, fear and mistrust. The tools for overcoming NIMBYism include transparent communication, dispelling myths with facts, and finding community supporters who understand the benefits that quality housing can bring to their neighborhood.

What Can You Expect from the Training?
•	Stakeholder identification & analysis
•	Using data: where to find it and how to present it
•	Incorporating compelling materials for success
•	Incorporating the right media outreach
•	Developing an action plan
•	Communication strategies
•	Ensuring transparency through good neighbor relations
•	Interactive mapping exercise
•	Take-home workbook to implement new skills
From 8-9AM, participants can enjoy coffee and light breakfast while they network. The training itself will take place from 9AM - 12PM.
Each session is $35 per person - space is limited, so reserve your spot today!
If you have any questions about the training, contact Jonathan Brown.
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A conference for the special needs community, connecting families, churches, teachers, and professionals.   Workshops are filling up fast.  Click here for information and registration.
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The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) and the Texas Disability Project have created the REV UP (Register, Educate, Vote, Use, (your) Power) Toolkit to help organize the disability vote. This tool can be customized to assist with state organizing to make the disability vote count!  
Voting is a fundamental right, but too many of the voices in our community have been silenced. Of the 37 million eligible voters with disabilities, the participation has been as low as 40%! We urge NCIL members to register to vote, and to help others get registered, too! And we urge Centers for Independent Living to make voting a priority. The REV UP Toolkit can help with those efforts. 

Check out the REV UP Toolkit and the additional resources here . Also, make sure to look back at NCIL’s Voting Rights Subcommittee’s Get-Out-The-Vote Manual. If you’re on Twitter, you can also join the voting conversation using #REVUP, #VoteDisability, and #CripTheVote.  
We have a major election coming up in 2016, and if people with disabilities don’t vote, our community’s interests won’t be accurately represented. Let’s make sure the disability vote counts and our voices are heard!
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ILRU is supporting Alice Zhang and Glen White of the Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the University of Kansas by distributing this announcement about a survey to learn promising practices from CILs concerning their advocacy strategies. We are conducting this survey to learn more about advocacy approaches you or your Center have used in working with individuals with disabilities or with systems change.  We plan to use the information you provide in this short, 18 question survey to help update the Action Letter Portfolio, which is a training tool to help CIL staff and disability advocates write effective advocacy letters. We value your participation and information, and would like to provide you the access to the updated advocacy letter writing product once the research project is completed. We greatly appreciate it if you can take some time to complete the survey, and would appreciate it if you would share this survey invitation with your co-workers. 
  
Please click here to access the National Advocacy Survey of Centers for Independent Living. This study has been approved by the Kansas University Lawrence IRB (#STUDY00002960). 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Alice Zhang and Glen White 
Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the University of Kansas
 
 
Richard Petty
Director, National Center for Aging and Disability at TIRR
Co-Director, ILRU - Independent Living Research Utilization
The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research
Memorial Hermann Healthcare System
1333 Moursund St.
Houston, TX 77030
713-797-7122
Richard.petty@bcm.edu
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April 25 & 26, 2016
 Honolulu, HI: Hawai‘i Convention Center
PACRIM sizzles with activity and energy, and that being a part conference which offers such diverse topic areas... well... ideas percolate and synergy happens Big Time. Where else will you find a celebrity actress and activist, a hip hop leader, a music composer, and one of the nation's top Indigenous leaders all in one setting? OH! and films right out of Tribeca and Sundance? With over 200 presentations, 15 Keynotes, and 20 workshops at PACRIM 2016, you will be inspired for a lifetime! Did we tell you? We are having a Groove Dance at our annual Poster Reception and Party! Get those dancing shoes out!
 We cannot tell you how exciting it is to organize these brilliant sessions including special events such as the 2016 Brain Injury Forum, our popular self-advocacy Forum and so much more. We have our highly popular International Forum on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and some very interesting post conference Institutes!  
It is not too late to be an exhibitor or advertiser. The deadline is March 30, 2016.  For more information, click here.
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CIL-NET Webinar-Financial Management Workshop for CILs: Regulations and Beyond
[image: IL-NET: CIL-NET + SILC-NET]
May 25-27, 2016; Baltimore, Maryland


Registration Fee: $150.00   

Are you trying to keep up with all of the new guidance and regulations for CILs? We can help!   

The CIL-NET is offering an updated version of our popular financial management workshop to give your CIL the latest information on compliance and financial management practices. Whether you are new to nonprofit accounting or are looking to bolster your Center’s financial policies and procedures, you will learn exactly what you need to do to strengthen your Center, effectively manage finances, and ensure compliance with federal regulations. Led by John Heveron, a certified CPA with over 40 years working with non-profits – including Centers for Independent Living – this workshop will give you the skills and resources that are essential to sound financial management in a thriving Center for Independent Living.  This event may sell out. Sign-up today!  For more information, click here.
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The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), which was overwhelmingly passed by Congress and signed into law by the President, holds huge promise for our nation’s workforce system, employers and people with barriers to work. This law provides states with the opportunity to dramatically reduce poverty and economic injustice. However, we are deeply concerned that too many of the state plans required by WIOA are missing key factors needed to empower people to overcome barriers to employment such as a disability.

Click here to read this memo on the “Respectability” website (second article on the page), which outlines urgent problems in WIOA implementation that must be fixed if America is to see the promise of WIOA realized.
Return to Top

[image: ]
[bookmark: _The_Weekly_Advocacy]The Weekly Advocacy Monitor 
Please click here to view articles from the Weekly Advocacy Monitor, Volume 14, Issue 9, March 17, 2016.  Highlights of this issue include the following:
· Support 2016 NCIL Youth Scholarship Fund
· NCIL Youth Caucus Statement on Sentencing Reform & Corrections Act of 2015
· Webinar: Being Non-Partisan/501 ©3 Guidelines
· Action Alert: contact your members of Congress Re: FAA Reauthorization
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[bookmark: _ADA_Weekly_E-Mailing_1]ADA Weekly E-Mailing

Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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