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Urgent: ADA in Focus Conference

The Mid-Atlantic ADA Center presents:  
  [image: cid:image001.png@01D17EBE.7D0F8470]
A one-day conference on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Please join us to learn from the experts on the ADA!
  
Tuesday, May 10, 2016
Hilton Richmond Hotel & Spa - Short Pump
 
Pre-Conference Session "ADA Overview"  
Monday, May 9 - 1:00 - 4:30 PM
No additional charge!  
REGISTER (link is external)
View the agenda and session descriptions.
View the full conference announcement here.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are just about a month away from the ADA in Focus Conference and we have an incentive!  Anyone who becomes a member of one of our Networks will get a $25.00 discount for the conference.  We have the Community Partners Network for those who do outreach into the community (designed with CILs and others, VR counselors, etc.in mind!).  There is also one for Title II entities. The application process is very easy and CIL staff members do not even need to get a letter, just fill out the form.  Also, there are CRC credits as well as HR credits for the conference.

Benefits of the free membership in the Network include a closed list serve which allows for regional sharing of resources ideas, requests for assistance on programmatic, promotional etc. ideas from peers across the region. There will be two members-only webinars per year with topics determined by the membership. The Center will provide resources and materials for exhibits and outreach activities. The Center will also provide discounts to Center sponsored trainings such as the ADA in Focus VA and the regional ADA Update. Lots of benefits!  We also have a Network for ADA trainers. Please feel free to share this info with others. The link for the network application is here. 
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[bookmark: _HOME_Announces_Housing_1]HOME Announces Housing Accessibility
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To help celebrate April as fair housing month, HOME launched its $100,000 housing accessibility fund to increase housing accessibility in the Richmond metro region. 
HOME is proud to make its first award of $25,000 to project:HOMES to fund a minimum of 25 accessibility modifications including wheelchair ramps. Click here to find out more about project: HOMES.  Heather Crislip, president and CEO of HOME stated, "We are excited to partner with project:HOMES to help people with mobility disabilities have full use of their home. 
With limited accessible rental options in the metro Richmond region, we need to help make more housing accessible to those who need it." Lee Householder, CEO of project:HOMES said, "HOME's support today will help Mrs. C have a safe exit and entrance to her home. Through our partnership with HOME, project:HOMES can provide other adults and people with disabilities the accessibility modifications they need to continue living safely and independently in their homes."
This fund was created from a housing discrimination case (click here to see the case) that HOME and the National Fair Housing Alliance settled with Hunt Investments, LLC; Walter Parks, Architect, PLLC; MGT Construction Management, Inc.; and other entities alleging that Shockoe Valley View apartments was out of compliance with the federal Fair Housing Act accessibility requirements (view accessibility requirements here). In addition to the design and construction requirements for new apartment complexes, fair housing laws provide extra protections for people with disabilities including the right to reasonable modifications and accommodations.
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/ee97840a001/287725d7-e483-42c8-b6e1-66b631c72199.jpg]
Today, HOME worked in partnership with project:HOMES to install a ramp for Mrs C. This is just one of 25+ accessibility modifications that the $25,000 from HOME's new accessibility fund will support.

View the Richmond Times Dispatch article here.

Return to Top
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ILRU CIL Advocacy Strategies Survey

ILRU is supporting Alice Zhang and Glen White of the Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the University of Kansas by distributing this announcement about a survey to learn promising practices from CILs concerning their advocacy strategies.
We are conducting this survey to learn more about advocacy approaches you or your Center have used in working with individuals with disabilities or with systems change.  We plan to use the information you provide in this short, 18 question survey to help update the Action Letter Portfolio, which is a training tool to help CIL staff and disability advocates write effective advocacy letters. We value your participation and information, and would like to provide you the access to the updated advocacy letter writing product once the research project is completed. We greatly appreciate it if you can take some time to complete the survey, and would appreciate it if you would share this survey invitation with your co-workers. Please click here to access the National Advocacy Survey of Centers for Independent Living. 
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The Paralysis Resource Center (PRC), administered by the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation, an ACL grantee and national nonprofit dedicated to improving quality of life for individuals living with paralysis awarded Quality of Life grants to 107 nonprofit organizations nationwide totaling $735,482. These grants provide financial support to fellow nonprofits that mirror the PRC’s mission to foster community engagement, enhance independence and promote self-determination and empowerment. Pioneered by the late Dana Reeve, the program has awarded more than 2,600 grants, totaling over $19 million since its inception in 1999.  Awarded twice yearly, grant requests were evaluated and scored based on a rigorous review process to determine funding for organizations that promote the health and well-being for those living with paralysis, as well as their families and caregivers. 

Awardee Spotlights:

The Foundation of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, New Orleans, LA , $12,000 – Grant funds will support a Post-Stroke Clinic at LSU Health New Orleans School of Allied Health Professions.  The Clinic will provide free occupational, physical, and speech therapies to those in need who are living with chronic stroke in the New Orleans community.
 
The Looking Glass (TLG), Berkeley, CA, $25,000 – Grant funds will train parents (or parenting grandparents) with disabilities on adaptive baby care techniques. TLG occupational therapists will provide 15 families of infants and toddlers, from birth to 3-years-old, with adaptive baby care equipment, and teach modified childcare techniques during home visits.  
 
The Chickasaw Nation, Ada, OK, $24,715- Grant funds will enable the Chickasaw Nation Medical Center to provide a state-of-the-art portable assisted gait device to patients as part of their acute inpatient rehabilitation. This equipment will help maximize each patient’s potential to regain their highest level of function and independence.

Click here to learn more about the Paralysis Resource Center.
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The Arc of Virginia 2016 State Convention 
August 8-10 at Colonial Williamsburg

We expect record attendance, so please reserve your room early. We have a generous rate ($135) for a premier hotel experience at the Colonial Williamsburg Lodge.
Online Reservations: Rooms from $135. Click here for the booking website.
Phone Reservations:  Call toll-free 800-261-9530. Mention Booking ID 39948 when calling. The conference reservations office is open Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00.
Register here for the State Convention now!

The agenda includes sessions focused on: 
· Early Intervention & Children's Services: Overview; NICU to EI Transitions; EI to Pre-K Transitions; Crisis; IEPs; Inclusion; Supporting Siblings; Fostering Friendships; Inclusive Recreation
· Educator's (parents and advocates welcome): Families, Students & Teachers as Partners in the IEP Process; The Inclusive Classroom; Legal Updates; Best Practices, Supports & Resources for Teachers; Transitions to Adulthood & Employment
· Waiver Redesign: Overview, New Services & Changes; Consumer-Directed Services; Managed Care; ABLE Act; Navigating the Service System; The SIS & Role in I/DD Waiver; Housing; Transportation; Residential
· Grassroots Advocacy: Updates on Key Policy Issues; Self-Advocacy; How to Meet with Legislators; Public Policy Panel
· General Information: Financial Literacy; Futures Planning
· Employers & Employment: Creating an Inclusive Workforce; Self-Employment; Job Hunting & Self-Advocacy in the Workplace
· Chapters of The Arc: Board Development; Fundraising; HR; Controlling Risk; Measuring Impact; Membership Engagement
· For Fun: Tours of Colonial Williamsburg (extra costs); Jeopardy; Family Feud; Yoga
· & More to come
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Today at the National Low Income Housing Coalition’s (NLIHC) 2016 Policy Forum, Julian Castro, the HUD Secretary, announced the release of new guidance on HUD's interpretation of how the Fair Housing Act applies to policies that exclude people with criminal records. HUD says that private landlords who have blanket bans on renting to people with criminal records are in violation of the Fair Housing Act. This new guidance utilizes a legal standard that was upheld by the United States Supreme Court last year that allows plaintiffs to challenge housing practices that have a discriminatory effect without having to show discriminatory intent. Federal officials say that this new guidance is intended to emphasize to landlords that blanket bans are illegal and to inform housing applicants of their rights. Click here for the full guidance released by HUD. For more commentary on the guidance, view article here.

The Virginia Housing Alliance is pleased to announce that nominations for the 2016 Game Changer Award, Top 40 Network, and Hall of Fame are now open! Award winners will be recognized at the Annual Awards Luncheon on Thursday, June 16 at the Greater Richmond Convention Center. This year's Luncheon will be particularly exciting as it will be the first to be hosted by the new Virginia Housing Alliance. Think about your friends and colleagues who have made a significant impact in the housing field and nominate them for one of the following awards!

Game Changer Award - What could be more important to the future of affordable housing than those professionals whose work “changes the game” for our clients, our communities, our industry? The “Game Changer” Awards recognize Virginia’s housing leaders for major breakthroughs or outstanding achievements in the affordable housing industry and homeless services field. This can include achievement in housing programs, services, development, finance, education, health, and advocacy. We are looking for leaders whose recent efforts have made a critical difference in one of these achievement categories. 
Hall of Fame - The Hall of Fame recognizes Virginia’s housing leaders who have demonstrated outstanding career performance in programs, services, development or finance and who are retired as of June 30, 2016.
Top 40 Network - The Top 40 Network recognizes Virginia’s emerging housing professionals who are demonstrating dynamic approaches in programs, services, development or finance.

Nominations are due by April 22, 2016. You have the option to fill out the form directly online or download the form and send it to Rachel Bates at her email address here.

Click here for more information about each award category and to make a nomination.
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Every March we celebrate Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and the many contributions people with developmental disabilities (DD) make to our society. This year, the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities, Association of University Centers on Disabilities, and National Disability Rights Network chose the theme “Side by Side” to highlight the principle that everyone benefits when people with and without disabilities live, learn, and earn “side by side” in the community.
 
This idea of true inclusion and integration is the backbone of our work at ACL, and we are proud to work with our DD network partners to make it a reality for all people.  However, it is not only people with and without disabilities who are stronger working side by side. This simple, yet powerful idea also applies to all of us working within the disability community.
Read Commissioner Bishop’s blog here about the power of working across silos, cultures, disabilities, generations, and movements.
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VIRGINIA LEGAL AID
Date:  Wednesday, April 13, 2016—10:00am to 11:30am
Presenter:  Martin Wegbreit, Director of Litigation, Central Virginia Legal Aid
To register, click here:  
This presentation will offer a brief overview of the programs, initiatives and resources available through Central Virginia Legal Aid.

PROGRAMS AND INITATIVES OF THE VIRGINIA ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE
Date:  Monday, April 25th—10:00am to 11:30am
Presenter:  Johnetta Guishard, Central Virginia Community Outreach Coordinator
To register, click here.  
This presentation will offer a brief overview of the programs, initiatives and resources available through the Office of Attorney General Mark Herring on a wide range of public safety and consumer protection topics.  Highlighted programming will include: crime prevention for seniors (Triad), teen law education (Virginia Rules), resources for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking, jail re-entry, the Identity Theft Passport Program, and other vital programs for citizens of the Commonwealth. 

I AM SOMEBODY
Date:  Thursday, May 12th, 2016—11:00am to 12:30pm
Presenter:  LaShawnda Singleton, Communications Manager
To register, click here or in person at United Way of Greater Richmond & Petersburg.
Working with individuals whose rights were taken away?  I Am Somebody will help you understand what it takes to restore someone's civil rights.  This presentation provides an excellent introduction to the restoration of rights process and policy, common misconceptions on right restoration, and what we can do as a community to assist returning citizens with their transition. This session is ideal for anyone who is interested in restoration of rights. 
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To view this issue, of the NCIL Weekly Advocacy Monitor, click here.
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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